
Utah’s employment growth for 
2011 registered 2.4 percent. A 
nice rebound considering the 

prior two years combined for a steep 
employment contraction. 

Most of the growth is concentrated 
along the Wasatch Front. This 
isn’t necessarily surprising. If 
Utah’s economy is going to grow, 
it has to come from the populous 
metropolitan corridor. Yet many 
of the state’s rural economies have 
yet to “perk up.” An energy boom 
in the Uintah Basin is primarily 
helping Duchesne and Uintah 
counties, and a construction project 
to install windmill energy devices 
helped Beaver County, but most 
of the remaining rural counties are 
not yet experiencing a trickle down 
effect from the metropolitan area’s 
expansion.

Barring any unforeseen economic 
shock, Utah should continue to expe-
rience notable employment growth 
throughout 2012, to the degree that 
will support both metropolitan and 
rural economic expansion.  

wasatch front and statewide | by mark knold, chief economist

Trendlines   5jobs.utah.gov/wi

It is not surprising 
that most of the 

growth is along the 
Wasatch Front

Areas Lead Utah’s Employment Growth
Metropolitan


